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Full of life

Afeast for the soul on stage at Gamm Theatre

There is a feast at the Fein-
stein Gamm Theatre through
May 29 __ a festival for the
eyes, the ears, the heart and the
soul_ a treatise to the range of
human emotions and the power
of the mystical. The Gamm has
chosen as its final play this sea-
son,“The Winter's Tale,” a sel-
dom staged, evocative emo-
tional roller coaster with the
most unexpected ending in all
of Shakespeare __ both breath
giving and breath taking. 

This “Tale,” a bittersweet sto-
ry of jealousy, revenge, loss,
grief, shock and redemption, is
a handful to manage, but under
the direction of Fred Sullivan
Jr. __ a Rhode Island institution
of all things theatrical __ it will
drain you before it will make
you gasp. A royal family __ in
a mystic kingdom where orbs
and oracles command worship
__ is torn asunder when crazed
King Leontes of Sicilia (Tony
Estrella, growing into a
mid_life peak) imprisons his
wife on unfounded suspicions
of infidelity, exiles his newborn
daughter, ruins his rule, while
attempting to murder his life-
long friend, King Polixenes,
the object of his envious wrath. 

A late work by the play-
wright, it borrows elements
from “Othello” and “King
Lear,” but with unanticipated
twists. As the show opens, the
set is neutral __ pure white
drapes enveloping white

columns and single
points of white
light, sterile,
peaceful, with
no indication of
the emotional
destruction that is to
come.  The Gamm has come a
long way from 2003 when they
were still feeling their way
through Shakesperian texts.
Reviewed their “Julius Caesar”
(I may have called it “Julius
Cranston”) with harsh Rhode
Island diction vacillations all
over the map. But a finer cast
here marvelously maneuvers
through Shakespeare's gymnas-
tic language allowing the audi-
ence to grasp the plot, its sear-
ing emotion, its low humor and
shocking undertones. 

Estrella is a jumble of nerves
and mood swings, magnificent
in the elecution of this trickiest
of syntax. (One audience mem-
ber said to another, “I couldn't
get all of it, but I could fol-
low…”) Jesse Hinson runs the
gamut, matching Estrella, as
brother_turned_rival Polix-
enes. Karen Carpenter is unfor-
gettable in visage and bearing
as the wronged queen
Hermione. Steven Liebhauser
is a rock as advisor Camillo as
is Richard Donnelly as the
steward Antigonus. 

Yet no one is as solid in this
production as Jeanine Kane as
the knowing Paulina, the glue
which holds this world together
and mystifies its occupants
beyond death in the finale.
Kane, who I last reviewed as
the mentally unstable wife in
“The House of Blue Leaves,” is

regal here. She, too, has been
an unsung treasure at the
Gamm for two decades. 

As director and in the role of
the con man Autolycus, I am
convinced that Fred Sullivan,
Jr. could stage The Dead Sea
Scrolls as a Vaudeville. He
steals gags from every conceiv-
able niche and pocket while he
steals scenes_ although some-
times his bombast grows
almost too large for the room. 

There is music on stage and
in Sullivan __ he admitted his
goal was the Marx Brothers
meets “Fiddler on the Roof” __
and his askance whimsy as he
picks pockets honors Shake-
speare's original intention to
entertain the great unwashed
poor in the cheap seats at the
Globe in about 1508. Musi-
cians on stage add so much to
the mix. This “Tale,” shows a
theater in the full bloom of its
powers __ led by the steadying,
knowing eyes and hands of
Estrella, Sullivan, Kane and a
field of performers who inves-
tigate and circumspect the
material inside and out. 

This play is a wonder of com-
plexities purified by a scene in
the final four minutes that is lit-
erally to die for, one that can
only be propelled or conjured
by the magic of theater itself. 

The Feinstein_Gamm's pro-
duction of “The Winter's Tale”
runs at 172 Exchange St., Paw-
tucket, through May 29. For
tickets, reservations and infor-
mation, go to gammtheatre.org.
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The Winter’s Tale is on stage now through May 29 at The Gamm Theatre, 172 Exchange St., Paw-
tucket, RI. Tickets are $41 and $49. 
Pictured, Bedros Kevorkian as Mamillius and Tony Estrella as King Leontes.

Season’s final play, ‘The Winter’s Tale,’ runs through May 29
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Fulks injects bluegrass, county into new album

The new release from the Chica-
go-based singer and songwriter
Robbie Fulks leads off this week’s
Ear Bliss. Titled Upland Stories, it
finds Fulks in large part tapping his
native South for songwriting inspi-
ration, not to mention injecting a

heavy dose of bluegrass and country into the album
from an ace bunch of pickers, Fulks himself includ-
ed. It has been 14 years since the singer/songwriter
Terri Binion last released a record. Plenty has gone
on in between, but Binion is back with what to these
ears is a darn fine new album she calls Long Way
Back. Let’s take a look.

Robbie Fulks
Upland Stories
Bloodshot Records

Generally speaking, when it comes to the southern
part of the U.S. the term “Upland” refers to the
northern part of the American South covering the
inland areas from northwestern South Carolina,
North Georgia, North Alabama and even eastern
Oklahoma to the southern reaches of such Northern
states such as Illinois, Indiana and Ohio. With origi-
nals over the years like “Cold Statesville Ground,”
“South Richmond Girl,” “Georgia Hard,” “Southern
Comfort,” and especially “Cigarette State,” matters

of the Upland South have figured promi-
nently in the songwriting cycle of
Robbie Fulks since embarking
on a solo career in the mid-
1990s. Whereas he has
resided in Chicago for
over 30 years, when it
comes to his songs
and melodies, Fulks
has never been
able to divorce
himself from his
native North Car-
olina and other
Upland territo-
ries. With an
incredibly talent-
ed supporting
cast that features
regular tour com-
panions like multi-
instrumentalists Shad
Cobb and guitarist
Robbie Gjersoe along
with hired guns such as
Fats Kaplan, Todd Phillips
and Jenny Scheinman, that terri-
torial “failure” to disconnect propels
his songwriting muse to a very large extent
on his new release, the dozen song effort appropri-
ately titled Upland Stories. Be it specific characters
(the deep souls that are the subjects of the song
“Aunt Peg’s New Old Man”) or just Southern name-

dropping (references to Char-
lottesville and Durham’s

Northgate Mall, to
name but a few), or

simply the tradi-
tional country

and bluegrass
sounds that

originated
in large
part from
t h e
region,
F u l k s
bot t les
it all up
into an
a l b u m

t h a t
s t r i k e s

many a
chord from

the tender-
heartedness and

picturesque lyri-
cism of leadoff track

“Alabama at Night” to
the uplift of “Katy Kay”

with its near Irish reel melody to
the stunning closer “Fare Thee Well, Caroli-

na Girls.” Songs that get to the heart in a hurry in one
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Robbie Fulks

The
official
Fish
Wrap
calendar

Everyone needs a calendar,
especially one crammed with
free space and a few penciled in
notes about fishing contests and
meetings to talk more about
fishing. To  help keep us organ-
ized through the rush of this
new season, here are a few key
events and meetings to mark on
your calendar. 

April 30 and May 1 is Snug
Harbor Marina’s Nu-2-U Used
Tackle Sale. This is a good day
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